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Notification of Thai Fishing Vessels Passage Through Malaysian Waters

Chutima Tawachsupa

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division, Department of Fisheries, Kaset Klang, Chatujak, Bangkok 10900

ABSTRACT

The notification of innocent passage through Malaysian fisheries waters is one of the measures
that Thai Government by the Department of Fisheries, Thai Royal Navy and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has taken in order to protect, help and preserve Thai fishing vessels since the end of B.E. 2538
(1995). The main objective of the measure is to reduce the impact on Thai fishers when they were arrested,
fined and their vessels and fishing gears were seized by Malaysian authority according to the promulgation
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) Law in B.E. 2527 (1984) and Fisheries Law in B.E. 2528 (1985).
The results from this study obviously revealed that the amount of fishing vessels and crew were arrested
by enforcement of the Malaysian’s law is continuously decreased about 43.39% and 28.57% per year,
respectively comparing to before conducting this measure. However, it also was found that Thai fishing
vessels had notified of innocent passage through Malaysian waters to DOF during B.E. 2546 — 2549 (2003
— 2006) were only 2, 86, 38 and 25 vessels, respectively. The aforementioned amounts are very low
comparing to the total of 1,050 vessels which have passed through Malaysian fisheries waters 11,000 times
a year on average. The delay of notifying their intention to pass through Malaysian fisheries waters of
private sector/owner of the fishing vessel is the major obstacles which will affect directly to them because
Thai government sector can not render its help to them promptly when they have confronted problems.
Therefore, the study of notification of innocent passage through Malaysian fisheries waters will benefit to
the related authorities, especially the Department of Fisheries, private sector/owner of the fisheries vessels
and also is a tool to help us to review the procedure of the notification in order to provide a highest benefit
and effectiveness of preservation to Thai fishing vessels innocent passing through Malaysian fisheries
waters.

Key words: Notify, Innocent Passage, Malaysian Fisheries Water, Thai Fishing Vessels
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